A PERSONAL VIEW - THE INFLUENCE OF TANGO

What is Tango? Serious or popular, classical or light? This form of
music, more than perhaps any other kind in the twentieth century, has
presented difficulties as to where to classify it. Meanwhile, on one side
ragtime, jazz and blues, and on the other serial, neoclassical and
impressionist music, cause no difficulty the Tango lies between two
worlds. Perhaps, if it were not for the great figure of Astor Piazzolla - the
‘father’ of modern Argentinian music, there would not be so many
problems! At the beginning it was not so difficult... but this man with
enormous vision made a ‘musical revolution” which changed all that the
tango had represented. In the ten years since his death in 1992 his name has
grown more and more: it awakens almost a mysticism with many followers
and admirers. Piazzolla is who has given the tango a great respectability
and a secure place in discographic productions, television and, of course, in
the most prestigious concert halls in all of Europe, and in the North and
South of America.

Francisco Javier Lopez Jason — accordionist, and David Johnstone —
cellist, together with collaborating colleagues, have presented their
individual homage to Astor Piazzolla, starting to develop their interest
which coincided with the tenth anniversary of his death. They wish to
honour the work of this talented composer with original and relaxing
programmes, offering their respect to this musician and composer.

The tango was born at the end of the 19" century in the poor districts
of the important Argentine cities, a type of dance music with African
influences. It was heard in small groups that usually included the violin, the
piano and the bandoneon, a kind of concertina that arrived from Germany
in the 1890’s. However, what nobody could imagine was its rapid
development; in less than twenty years it ‘progressed’ to the most
important dance halls and to the concert stage. A role for singers as soloists
became increasingly more frequent, and in the 20’s and 30’s the Tango was
launched away from the frontiers of Argentina with intrusions in North-
American films and with the universal fame of some singers such as Carlos
Gardel. The Tango is without doubt the most sensual and passionate of all
the salon dances. When it hit across all of Europe, the Pope Benedict XV
protested in strong language saying “It is a scandal that this pagan and
indecent dance is destroying the social and family life, it is danced even in
the Pope’s residence!”. It is true that the tango is the dance where the most
understanding and intimacy is asked of the couple, and this has to reflect in
music.



Piazzolla was born in 1921 (Mar del Plata) in this period of full
expansion. However he grew up in New York where he first tried the
bandoneon. At only 13 years of age he was contracted by the famous
Carlos Gardel. Piazzolla returned to Argentina in 1937 where he started to
work in a variety of tango orchestras, and in the study of composition. With
the help of the piano virtuoso Artur Rubinstein he studied with Alberto
Ginastera during six years. During this time he tried to compose more
serious music, that is to say ‘classical’. Afterwards he moves to Paris to
continue studies with the famous teacher and composer Nadia Boulanger.
She saw perfectly the innate ‘tango’ spirit of her pupil, whilst he suffered a
sense of inferiority in this respect. But the so enthusiastic response of
Boulanger enormously helped Piazzolla to arrive at the perfect fusion to be
able to produce works which a tango soul, with all the mastery of an
important classical composer with his dissonances, counterpoint and
complex structures, at the same time not losing his great sensitivity as a
composer of memorable melodies. It is for this that the music of Astor
Piazzolla is so difficult to classify and which makes impossible the
distinction between serious and popular music, and it is for this special and
individual spirit that we have offered this project.

Works of David Johnstone with a direct tango influence:

Concierto de Camara ‘Mar del Plata’, for Solo Accordion and String
Orchestra

Another version of the same work:

Sonata de Camara ‘Mar del Plata’, for Accordion and String Quartet -

Tango-Concierto, for Solo Violoncello
Another version of the same work:
Tango-Concierto, for Violoncello and Accordion acompaniment

Sonatango, Sonata with tango influences, for Viola Solo

A version very reduced of the same work:
Le Petit Tango, for Violoncello Solo

David Johnstone



UNA VISTA PERSONAL - LA INFLUENCIA DEL TANGO

(Qué es Tango!? ;Seria o popular, clasica o ligera? Esta forma mas
que casi ningun otro tipo de musica del siglo XX, ha presentado grandes
problemas donde encasillarla. Mientras que, por un lado el ragtime, jazz o
blues y por otro el serialismo, neoclasicismo o impresionismo, no causan
ninguna dificultad, el Tango se queda entre dos mundos. Tal vez, si no
tuviésemos la gran figura de Astor Piazzolla, el “padre” de la musica
argentina moderna, no habria tantos problemas! Al principio no era tan
dificil ... pero este hombre de enorme visién hizo una ‘revolucion
musical’ que cambio6 todo lo que representaba el tango. En los diez afios
siguientes a su muerte en 1992 su nombre se ha engrandecido aiin mas: se
despierta casi un misticismo con muchos seguidores y admiradores.
Piazzolla es quien ha dado al tango una gran respetabilidad y un lugar serio
en grabaciones discograficas, television y como no, en las salas de
conciertos mas prestigiosas en toda Europa y en el norte y sur de América.

Francisco Javier Lopez Jaso, acordeonista, y David Johnstone,
violoncellista, junto con amigos colaboradores, presentan su individual
homenaje a Astor Piazzolla, empezando a desarrollar su interés especial
coincidiendo con el X aniversario de su muerte. Ellos honran el trabajo de
este genial compositor con programas muy originales, amenos, ofreciendo
su respeto a este muisico y compositor.

El tango naci6 a finales de siglo XIX en los barrios pobres de las
ciudades importantes de Argentina, un tipo de musica de baile con
influencias africanas. Se escuchaba en pequefios grupos que solia incluir el
violin, el piano y el bandonedn, un tipo de concertina que llegé desde
Alemania en la década de 1890. Sin embargo, lo que nadie podia imaginar
era su rapido desarrollo; en menos de veinte afios se progres6 hasta los
salones importantes de baile y los escenarios de conciertos. Un papel para
cantantes solistas era cada vez mas frecuente y en los afios 20 y 30 el
Tango fue lanzado lejos de las fronteras de Argentina con intervenciones en
peliculas norteamericanas y con la gran fama internacional de algunos
cantantes como Carlos Gardel. El tango es sin duda el mas sensual y
apasionado de los bailes de salon. Cuando se difundié por toda Europa, el
Papa Benedicto XV protesté en términos contradictorios diciendo “jEs un
escandalo que este baile pagano e indecente, que estd destruyendo la vida
social y familiar, se baila hasta en la residencia papal!”. Es verdad que el
tango es la danza que mayor compenetracion e intimidad exige a la pareja,
y esto se tiene que reflejar en la musica.






